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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS r i L h D 

EL PASO DIVISION , ,, _ ^ 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PETITIONER, 


V. 


$13,522.00, MORE OR LESS, IN 
UNITED STATES CURRENCY, AND 
2016 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER, 
BEARING VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
SALVP2BG3GH105742 

RESPONDENTS. 


i 'i W } f fi 


f JUDGE PniU? lAsRtiflEr-inraT 

§ 

§ 

§ CIVIL ACTION NO. 




§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 


0*19CVOO36 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE 


Comes now Petitioner United States of America, acting by and through the United States 


Attorney for the Western District of Texas and the undersigned Assistant United States Attorney, 
pursuant to Rule G, Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture 
Actions, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, and respectfully states as follows: 

1 . 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 


This action is brought by the United States of America seeking forfeiture to the United 
States of the property described below: 

1. $13,522.00, more or less, in United States eurreney; and 

2. 2016 Land Rover Range Rover, bearing Vehiele IdentiBeation Number 
SALVP2BG3GH105742, 

hereinafter referred to as the “Respondent Currency” and “Respondent Vehicle,” and collectively 
as the “Respondent Properties.” 
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II. 

STATUTORY BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 


This is a civil forfeiture action in rem brought against the Respondent Properties for the 
violations of Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 5316(a)(1)(A) and 5332(a)(1) & (b), and subject to forfeiture to 
the United States pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 5317(c)(2) and 5332(c)(1). 

Title 31 U.S.C. § 5317. Search and Forfeiture of monetary instruments 

* * * 

(c) Forfeiture.— 

* * * 

(2) Civil forfeiture. — Any property involved in a violation of section 5313, 
5316, or 5324 of this title, or any conspiracy to commit any such violation, and 
any property traceable to any such violation or conspiracy, may be seized and 
forfeited to the United States ... 

Title 31 U.S.C. § 5332. Bulk Cash Smuggling into or out of the United States 

* * * 

(c) Civil forfeiture.— 

(1) In general. — Any property involved in a violation of subsection (a), or a 
conspiracy to commit such violation, and any property traceable to such violation or 
conspiracy, may be seized and forfeited to the United States. 

III. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


Under Title 28 U.S.C. § 1345, this Court has jurisdiction over an action commenced by 
the United States, and under Title 28 U.S.C. § 1355(a), jurisdiction over an action for forfeiture. 
This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Respondent Property under Title 28 U.S.C. §§ 
1355(b) and 1395(b). Venue is proper in this district pursuant to Title 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(b)(1)(A), because the acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this 
District, and pursuant to Title 28 U.S.C. §§ 1355(b)(1)(B) and 1395(b) because the Respondent 
Property was seized in this District. 
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IV. 

FACTS IN SUPPORT OF FORFEITURE 

A. Criminal Case 

On November 21, 2017, an Indictment (ECF No. 11) was returned against Defendant 
Raul Rojas Soto (“Rojas Soto”), in the Western District of Texas, El Paso Division, under 
Criminal Case Number EP-17-CR-2381-PRM for the violations of Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 
5316(a)(1)(A) and 5332(a)(1) & (b). On March 14, 2018, the Government filed a Bill of 
Particulars Regarding Forfeiture (ECF No. 26) giving notice of its intent to seek forfeiture on 
certain property from Rojas Soto. 

On March 26, 2018, Rojas Soto entered a plea of guilty pursuant to a written Plea 
Agreement (ECF No. 28) with the Government to Count Two of the Indictment (ECF No. 11) for 
the violations of Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 5316 (a)(1)(A) and 5332(b). As part of his guilty plea, Rojas 
Soto agreed to, immediately and voluntarily, forfeit all his right, title, and interest in the 
Respondent Properties. 

On March 27, 2018, Rojas Soto was set for a rearraignment hearing to be held before the 
Honorable Judge Leon Schydlower. However, said hearing did not take place, because 
Defendant Rojas Soto failed to appear before the Court. 

To date, the Government has no knowledge of Rojas Soto’s whereabouts. 

B. Investigation 

On October 27, 2017, at approximately 9:40 a.m., Rojas Soto, accompanied by his 81- 
year old mother, Elva Rojas Barron, attempted exiting the United States via the southbound 
Stanton Bridge in El Paso, Texas. Rojas Soto was the driver of the Respondent Vehicle bearing 
Arizona license plate number BSV4123. 
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United States Customs and Border Protection Officer Quinn Boyle (“CBPO Boyle”) 
received a negative declaration from both Rojas Soto and his mother when asked if they 
possessed currency exceeding $10,000. Rojas Soto further declared he was the owner of the 
Respondent Vehicle. Furthermore, Rojas Soto advised CBPO Boyle that he owns a dental lab in 
Arizona, and he was going to be visiting Juarez for approximately two weeks. 

CBPO Boyle again asked Rojas Soto if he was exporting any cash, checks, or money 
orders in excess of $10,000, which Rojas Soto stated he only had $400 on his person. CBPO 
Boyle explained to Rojas Soto that it was not a crime to export more than $10,000 as long as it 
was declared and the proper form was completed. Rojas Soto once again gave CBPO Boyle a 
negative declaration. At that time, CBPO Boyle referred Rojas Soto and his mother to secondary 
inspection for a more thorough exam. 

At the secondary inspection station. United States Customs and Border (“CBP”) Officers 
asked Rojas Soto to empty his pockets. Rojas Soto immediately went for his ankles and 
removed the Respondent Currency from both of his socks. The inspection of Rojas Soto’s 
mother yielded a negative result. Both, Rojas Soto and his mother, were transported to the 
nearby Del Norte Port of Entry pending further processing. 

Homeland Security Investigations (“HSI”) Agents Jose Eicon (“Agent Eicon”) and 
Narciso Retana (“Agent Retana”) responded to the scene to investigate the incident. Agent 
Eicon advised Rojas Soto of his Miranda Rights in Spanish. Rojas Soto stated he understood his 
rights and signed a Miranda Rights form. Rojas Soto agreed to speak with both HSI Agents 
without the presence of an attorney. 

Rojas Soto advised HSI Agents Eicon and Retana that he travels from Phoenix, Arizona 
to Juarez, Mexico on a monthly basis accompanied by his mother for the purpose of 
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manufacturing dentures in Mexico for U.S. clients, and had been doing so for at least a year. 
Rojas Soto further stated he is a licensed dentist in Juarez, Mexico, and owns and operates a 
dental lab in Phoenix, Arizona where he takes his clients dental impressions. Rojas Soto stressed 
he does not administer anesthesia or do tooth extractions. He also stated he has many patients in 
the United States and makes $70,000 per year. Upon further questioning, Rojas Soto nervously 
could not provide a list of his clients, a business card for his business, nor the name or location of 
his lab. Rojas Soto later contradicted himself by stating he sometimes has to refund his client’s 
money when a tooth implant “does not take.” 

HSI Agents then asked Rojas Soto if his business was licensed, and if he paid taxes. 
Rojas Soto replied his business was not licensed and his accountant would know if taxes were 
being paid. However, Rojas Soto could not provide the name and address of his accountant or 
his business tax identification number. 

Rojas Soto stated that it was in “error” on his part not declaring the Respondent Currency 
he hid in both his socks. Rojas Soto explained that he sporadically saved $200 to $300 at a time 
for seven months to come up with the amount of the Respondent Currency. Rojas Soto advised 
he kept the Respondent Currency in a brown envelope behind his kitchen refrigerator. HSI 
Agents asked why he did not deposit the Respondent Currency into his Wells Fargo account with 
a current balance of $5,000, which he has previously disclosed to the Agents. Rojas Soto had no 
answer to the question, and nervously combed his hair with his hands. 

Rojas Soto stated the Respondent Currency was for his pending travel to Germany. He 
explained that he travels extensively to Japan, New York, Peru, Paris, and other European 
destinations for pleasure and further added he did not know how much money he was carrying 
that same day. Rojas Soto admitted to having used this credit card to pay for all of his previous 
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trips, but on this pending trip to Germany, he was going to use the Respondent Currency. HSI 
Agents then asked why he did not plan to use his credit card for the trip to Germany, and Rojas 
Soto replied it was because of the, then current, state of the strong dollar. 

HSI Agents noticed that Rojas Soto was getting increasingly nervous when answering 
questions by stating, “1 don’t know, 1 am getting confused, 1 think 1 need an attorney.” At that 
time, HSI Agents ceased the interview of Rojas Soto. 

Based upon the foregoing, the Respondent Properties are subject to forfeiture pursuant to 
Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 5317(c)(2) and 5332(c)(1), as properties involved in violations of Title 31 
U.S.C. §§ 5316(a)(1)(A) and 5332(a)(1) & (b). 

V. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, United States of America, prays that due process issue to 
enforce the forfeiture of the Respondent Properties, that due notice, pursuant to Rule G(4), be 
given to all interested parties to appear and show cause why forfeiture should not be decreed,' 
that a warrant for an arrest in rem be ordered, that the Respondent Properties be forfeited to the 
United States of America, that the Respondent Properties be disposed of in accordance with the 
law, and for any such further relief as this Honorable Court deems just and proper. 


'Appendix A, Notice of Complaint of Forfeiture, which is being filed along with this complaint, 
will be sent to those known to the United States to have an interest in the Respondent Properties. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. BASH 

United States Attorney for the 

Western District of Texas 


By; 





Kristal M; Wade 

Assistant United States Attorney 

New Mexico Bar No. 8204 

700 E. San Antonio Ave., Suite 200 

El Paso, Texas 79901 

Tel: (915) 534-6884 

Fax: (915) 534-3461 
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VERIFICATION 


Special Agent, Jose Licon, declares and says that: 

I am a Special Agent with Homeland Security Investigations, assigned to the El Paso 
Field Office, and I am the investigator responsible for the accuracy of the information provided 
in this complaint. 

I have read the above Verified Complaint for Forfeiture and know the contents thereof 
based upon my personal participation in the investigation, my conversations with others, and my 
review of documents and other evidence. Based upon information and belief, the allegations 
contained in the Verified Complaint for Forfeiture are true and correct. Because the Verified 
Complaint is being submitted for the limited purpose of stating sufficiently detailed facts to 
support a reasonable belief that the government will be able to meet its burden of proof at trial, it 
does not contain every fact known by me or the United States. Where the actions, conversations, 
and statements of others are related therein, they are related in substance and in part, unless 
otherwise stated. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 


knowledge. 


Executed on this the 29* day of January, 2019. 



I^ial Agent Jose Licon 
'omeland Security Investigations 





Case 3:19-cv-00036-PRM Document 1-1 Filed 01/29/19 Page 1 of 2 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 5 f n 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

EL PASO DIVISION 2|j|3 'BH29 PH 3*28 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PETITIONER, 


V. 


$13,522.00, MORE OR LESS, IN 
UNITED STATES CURRENCY, AND 
2016 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER, 
BEARING VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
SALVP2BG3GH105742 

RESPONDENTS. 


§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 
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CIVIL ACTION NO. 

EP19CV003 


NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE 


On January 29, 2019, the United States of America, by and through its United States 
Attorney for the Western District of Texas and the undersigned Assistant United States Attorney, 
filed a Verified Complaint for Forfeiture against the properties described below, which are also 
specifically described in the Verified Complaint for Forfeiture, and which are subject to 
forfeiture to the United States pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 5317(c)(2) and 5332(c)(1), as 
properties involved in violations of Title 31 U.S.C. §§ 5316(a)(1)(A) and 5332(a)(1) & (b), 
namely: 

1. $13,522.00, more or less, in United States currency; and 

2. 2016 Land Rover Range Rover, bearing Vehicle Identification Number 
SALVP2BG3GH105742, 

hereinafter referred to as the “Respondent Properties.” 

Pursuant to Rule G(4)(b) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims 
and Asset Forfeiture Actions, notice to any person who reasonably appears to be a potential 
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claimant shall be by direct notice. Accompanying this notice is the Verified Complaint for 
Forfeiture which has been filed in this cause and which describes the Respondent Properties. 
Pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(4)(b), any person claiming an interest in the Respondent 
Properties who has received direct notice of this forfeiture action must file a Claim in 
compliance with Rule G(5)(a), with the court within thirty-five (35) days after the notice was 
sent, if delivered by mail (if mailed, the date sent is provided below), or within 35 days of 
the date of delivery, if notice was personally served. An Answer or motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure must then be filed within twenty-one (21) days of the 
Claim being filed. The Claim and Answer must be filed with the Clerk of the Court, 525 
Magoffin, Suite 105, El Paso, Texas 79901, and copies of each must be served upon Assistant 
United States Attorney Kristal M. Wade, 700 E. San Antonio Ave, Suite 200, El Paso, Texas 
79901, or default and forfeiture will be ordered. See Title 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(4)(A) and Rule 
G(5) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claim and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 

Failure to follow the requirements set forth above will result in a judgment by default 
taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 

DATE NOTICE SENT:_ 


JOHN F. BASH 

United States Attorney 

for the Western District of Texas 

By: _ 

Kristal M. Wade 

Assistant United States Attorney 

New Mexico Bar No. 8204 

700 E. San Antonio Ave., Suite 200 

El Paso, TX 79901 

Tel: 915-534-6884 

Fax: 915-534-3461 
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JAN 2 9 2019 

CLEHn, U.a. Uiai'RiCT CLERK 
WEGTERK OiSTRiC l 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
EL PASO DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PETITIONER, 


§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 



V. 


$13,522.00, MORE OR LESS, IN 
UNITED STATES CURRENCY, AND 
2016 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER, 
BEARING VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
SALVP2BG3GH105742 


CIVIL ACTION NO. 



RESPONDENTS. 


ORDER FOR WARRANT OF ARREST OF PROPERTIES 


WHEREAS, on January 29, 2019, Petitioner United States of America, by its attorneys, 
John F. Bash, United States Attorney for the Western District of Texas, and Assistant United 
States Attorney Kristal M. Wade, filed a Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in the United States 


District Court for the Western District of Texas, against $13,522.00, more or less, in United 


States Currency and a 2016 Land Rover Range Rover bearing Vehicle Identification Number 
SALVP2BG3GH105742, seized on or about October 27, 2017, in El Paso, Texas, in the Western 
District of Texas (hereinafter referred to as the “Respondent Properties”), alleging that the 
Respondent Properties are subject to forfeiture to the United States of America pursuant to Title 

31 U.S.C. §§ 5317(c)(2) and 5332(c)(1), as properties involved in violations of Title 31 U.S.C. 
§§ 5316(a)(1)(A) and 5332(a)(1) & (b), 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that a Warrant for the Arrest of Properties against the 
Respondent Properties issue as prayed for, and that the United States Customs and Border 
Protection, Offices of Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures, and/or Homeland Security Investigations, 
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or any other law enforcement officer, or any other person or organization authorized by law to 
enforce the warrant, be commanded to arrest the Respondent Properties and take it into 
possession for safe custody as provided by Rule G, Supplemental Rules of Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure, until further order of the Court, and to use whatever means may be appropriate to 
protect and maintain it in their custody, including designating a substitute custodian or 
representative for the purposes of maintaining the care and custody of the Respondent Properties, 
and to make a return as provided by law. 

SIGNED this_day of_, 2019. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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CLEK^, uiSiiHiCT CLERIt 
WESTERN D^TryC 
BY —7V-4^ 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
EL PASO DIVISION 


UNITl 


^ctaIBof 


AMERICA, 


PETITIONER, 


V. 


$13,522.00, MORE OR LESS, IN 
UNITED STATES CURRENCY, AND 
2016 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER, 
BEARING VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
SALVP2BG3GH105742, 

RESPONDENTS. 


§ 

§ 


§ 

§ 


§ 

§ 


§ 

§ 


'IVn ]□ ? D* 


i'i 


§ CIVDL ACTION NO. 





iM 



WARRANT FOR THE ARREST OF PROPERTIES 

TO THE UNITED STATES CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION, OFFICE OF 
FINES, PENALTIES AND FORFEITURES, HOMELAND SECURITY 
INVESTIGATIONS OR OTHER AUTHORIZED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR 
ANY OTHER PERSON OR ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO ENFORCE 
THE WARRANT: 


WHEREAS, on January 29, 2019, Petitioner United States of America, by its attorneys, 
John F. Bash, United States Attorney for the Western District of Texas, and Assistant United 
States Attorney Kristal M. Wade, filed a Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in the United States 
District Court for the Western District of Texas, against $13,522.00, more or less, in United 
States Currency and a 2016 Land Rover Range Rover bearing Vehicle Identification Number 
SALVP2BG3GH105742, seized on or about October 27, 2017, in El Paso, Texas, in the Western 
District of Texas (hereinafter referred to as the “Respondent Properties”), alleging that the 
Respondent Properties are subject to forfeiture to the United States of America pursuant to Title 
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31 U.S.C. §§ 5317(c)(2) and 5332(c)(1), as properties involved in violations of Title 31 U.S.C. 
§§ 5316(a)(1)(A) and 5332(a)(1) & (b), and 

WHEREAS an Order has been entered by the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Texas that a Warrant for Arrest of Properties be issued as prayed for by 
Petitioner United States of America, 

YOU ARE THEREFORE COMMANDED to arrest the Respondent Properties as soon as 
practicable by serving a copy of this warrant on the custodian in whose possession, custody or 
control the Respondent Properties are presently found, and to use whatever means may be 
appropriate to protect and maintain it in your custody until further order of this Court, including 
designating a substitute custodian or representative for the purposes of maintaining the care and 
custody of the Respondent Properties and to make a return as provided by law. 

SIGNED this_day of_, 2019. 

JEANNETTE J. CLACK 
United States District Clerk 
Western District of Texas 

By: _ 

Deputy 
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